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To: State Superintendent Tom Torlakson, Dr. Thomas Adams, Mr. Honig and Members of 
the Instructional Quality Commission and State Board of Education: 

We fully endorse Bataan Legacy Historical Society’s recommendations to the histo- 
ry-social sciences curriculum framework for Grade 10 and 11 as listed below. 

It has been over 70 years since the Philippines (U.S. colony from 1898-1946) and 
its people were called upon to put up a gallant fight against the Empire of Japan after 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor and the Philippines. The Filipino and American soldiers 
of the U.S. Army Forces in the Far East (USAFFE), who suffered massive diseases and 
starvation as a result of the Europe First Policy, were able to disrupt the timetable of the 
Imperial Japanese Army of 52 days and defended the Bataan peninsula for 99 days. After 
the conditional release of majority of the Filipino soldiers, they joined the guerrilla move- 
ments which laid down the foundation for the eventual liberation by the Allied Forces. By 
the end of the war, one million civilians had perished in the Philippines and its capital, 
Manila, once considered as the Pearl of the Orient, became the most ravaged city in the 
world next to Warsaw, Poland. 

Despite their great sacrifice, the Filipino soldiers who served equally with their 
American brothers under the command of USAFFE were denied their veterans’ rights 
and benefits after the passage of the First and Second Rescission Acts in 1946. To this 
date, these rights have not been fully -restored and a majority of these WWII Filipino 
soldiers have passed on without seeing justice prevail. 

Today, we have an opportunity to set the record straight by putting this seminal point 
of WWII history in the curriculum framework of California. It will be the first time that 
American students in high school will learn of this great sacrifice made for the freedom 
that we are enjoying today. California will lead the country in doing this and hopefully, 
the rest of the nation will follow. We urge you and the State Board of Education to fully 
implement AB199 as well as to ensure that this historical framework will accurately 
portray the sacrifices of the Filipino and American soldiers and an entire nation during 
World War II. 

As a community of writers and artists who aim to promote the arts, culture, and 
history of Filipinos and Filipino Americans. The historical details that appear in future 
publications regarding this part of history must be as accurate as possible. 


Sincerely, 



Edwin Lozada 

President, Philippine American Writers and Artists, Inc. 
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5- ...Were unable to defend the. ..Were unable to defend the The retreat to Bataan 
6 territory and ultimately territory and ultimately was part of the war 

retreated to the jungles of retreated to the jungles of the strategy, War Plan 
the Bataan Peninsula. Bataan Peninsula in accordance Orange 3 (WP03) 

with War Plan Orange 3. incorporated in 

Rainbow Plan 5. 
General Douglas 
MacArthur changed 
the war plan in 
October, 1941 to 
meet the enemy on 
the beaches instead 
of following War Plan 
Orange 3 (WP03) 
which called for 
retreating to the 
Bataan Peninsula in 
the event of a 
successful Japanese 
invasion. Resources 
were distributed 
according to the new 
plan. On December 
24, 1941, General 
MacArthur reverted to 
WP03 and withdrawal 
to Bataan took effect 
immediately. 

Sources: 

War Plan Orange by 
Edward W. Miller; 

Order of Battle of the 
United States Army 
Ground Forces in 
World War II - Pacific 
Theater of 

Operations, Office of 
the Chief of Military 
History, Dept, of the 
Army, Washington, 
D.C., 1959; 


The Fall of the 
Philippines, Ed. By 
Louis Morton; WWII in 
the Pacific , Dept, of 
History, US Military 
Academy 
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709 MacArthur fled to Australia On March 12, 1942, General Gen. MacArthur did 
during this period, vowing, MacArthur left the Philippines not flee. He was 
“I shall return.” for Australia. ordered to leave in 

February, 1942 and 
head to Australia in 
accordance with 
Rainbow Plan 5. On 
March 12, 1942, he 
left the Philippines for 
Australia. 

NOTE: Please 
include only facts 
and events of the 
war. Delete 
reference to “I shall 
return” as this does 
not add value to the 
framework and only 
continues to mystify 
General MacArthur. 

Sources: 

Order of Battle of the 
United States Army 
Ground Forces in 
World War II - Pacific 
Theater of 

Operations, Office of 
the Chief of Military 
History, Dept, of the 
Army, Washington, 
D.C., 1959; 

The Fall of the 
Philippines, Ed. By 
Louis Morton; WWII in 
the Pacific , Dept, of 
History, US Military 
Academy 
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20- Over the next three years, During the next B years, the The guerrillas played 
25 the US employed an island- Filipinos and Americans formed a huge part in the 
hopping strategy to push guerrilla groups which laid the liberation of the 
back the Japanese advance, groundwork for the liberation. Philippines and aided 
In February 1945 American General MacArthur and his the American forces 
and Filipino forces finally troops landed in Leyte on in the rescue of 

recaptured the Bataan October 20, 1944. On October American POWs and 

peninsula, Manila was 2B to 26, the Battle of Leyte internees, 

liberated the next month. Gulf, the largest naval battle 

By the end of the war, ever, destroyed the Imperial The capture of the 

approximately 1,000,000 Japanese Navy. Manila was Bataan Peninsula was 
civilians had died and liberated by March 1945 by no longer crucial at 

Manila became the second intense fighting killing 100,000 this time. The most 
most devastated city in the civilians, approximately half by crucial events were 
world after Warsaw. lapanese massacre. By the end the Leyte Landing by 

of the war, approximately General MacArthur 
1,000,000 civilians had died (Oct. 20, 1944), the 
and Manila became the second Battle of Leyte Gulf 
most devastated city in the (October 23 to 26, 
world after Warsaw, Poland. 1944) which 

essentially destroyed 
the Imperial Japanese 
Navy (remains as the 
largest naval battle in 
military history) and 
the liberation of 
Manila. 

Sources: 

The Fall of the 
Philippines, Ed. By 
Louis Morton; WWII in 
the Pacific , Dept, of 
History, US Military 
Academy; 

Nimitz Graybook; 

Proceedings of the 
Conference WWII in 
the Philippines, 
Remembering 60 
Years After, National 
Historical 

Commission of the 
Philippines 




